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of the barbarous practice except in a real surrender of the _____ principle. Together with that principle," he sanguinely JET. 56-9 added, " the main barrier between Turkey and Christendom would be removed." Apart from grounds of humanity there was always the possibility that apostasy might occur in the person of a British subject; and it was important to clear away the difficulty in a case where no English interests were involved, rather than to wait for an instance which might jeopardize international relations. Therefore he persisted steadily in his demands, even when the home Government began to feel frightened at its own boldness. The crossing of despatches allowed him grace for this, and he persevered, alone and unaided. The northern Courts had discontinued their representations, and at last even France, after much steady cooperation, gave up the struggle.
" The French broke off : I was left to carry out the exist- MEMOIRS. ing instructions as I best could. Monsieur de Bourqueney behaved with much candour and personal good-will. He told me that he could go no further with me officially, but that he would persist in giving me what support he could without compromising his government. At the same time he tried to dissuade me from going beyond the length of his tether. Too much was at stake for me to be held back. I was resolved to carry the point in hand, and I thought it could be done without prejudice to our peaceful relations with the Porte. So it turned out; but the final agreement was something of the Mosaic kind. The answer to my note, though virtually a surrender to our demand, required a supplement to make it permanently effective. The Sultan was to complete the engagement by an oral declaration to me ; but a form so fugitive required some addition to fix it, and therefore I addressed another note to Rif'at Pasha expressing in distinct terms the construction to be put upon the whole concession. His silent reception of the note would be sufficient for my purpose. He had wit enough to perceive this consequence and struggled hard to escape. It was not till we met for my audience at the Imperial palace that I succeeded in forcing the note upon him, and even then he only yielded